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INTRODUCTION 


You cannot fail to be aware ot the horrendous pogrom against the Tamil minority in Sri Lanka reports of which hit 
the world’s headlines at the end of July. You may have watched appalled as a Norwegian tourist recounted on 
BBC2 the horrific incident she had witnessed,when a party of Tamils were burnt alive in the presence of tourists 
while army and police looked on.The incident she described was only one of hundreds in a reign of terror that 
resulted in the slaughter of over 2,000 Tamils and left tens of thousands homeless.One of the more sinister 
aspects of the holocaust was the fact that well-documented reports testify that government security forces made 
no attempt to halt the carnage orto rescue the victims and that in many cases troops and police actively assisted in 
the slaughter. You will read in the document of other sinister indications and will be presented with evidence that 


implicates the government itself as the moving spirit behind the mayhem. 


Filled with anguish over the sufferings of the Tamils and with the gravest forebodings for the future we send you 
[his document to acquaint you with the full extent of the terrible events of July 1983 and to enlist your support in 
awakening the civilised world to what ts happening in Sri Lanka.We fear that simular and even greater atrocities 
will occur,instigated by the Jayawardene government.One of the few barriers between a powerful morally blind 
government and the defenceless Tamil population of Sri Lanka is the forcibly expressed condemnation and 
outrage of the whole civilsed world. As an influential figure in your country, we ask you to help mobilise opinion on 
behalf of the helpless Sri Lankan Tamils. The Jayawardene government is critically dependant on foreign aid for its’ 
survival and ability to arm its forces.We appeal to you to persuade your government and other aid giving 
institutions to withhold all aid tll cast-iron guarantees are available that innocent Tamils will no longer be 
terronsed by the government and its security forces.India, Sri Lanka's nearest neighbour has a humane duty to 
intervene. Every encouragement should be given to that country to overcome any scruples about interfering in the 
affairs of another nation.Here the larger intrests of humanity must take precedence. These intrests are indeed 
mvolved because nobody in the weld should feel free to abuse state power I" “der to commit mass atrocities 


with impunity. 


i Lanka once had an enviable reputation for respect for the rule of law and of democratic human rights. She is 
now poised on the slippery slope of the slide into barbarity. You can halt this progression by using your influence in 
‘he cause of justice and humanity.We beg vou to do so before it is too late. 


THE HOLOCAUST OF JULY 1983 
THE FACTS 


(Evidence for the facts set out below is available in the appendix consisting of extracts from the press reports of 
western journalists present at the scene. They furnished independent and unbiased accounts of the situation.) 


One July 25 1983 Sri Lanka became the scene of the most ferocious pogrom against any minority race in recent 
times when a concerted orgy of rioting accompanied by murder,arson and looting against the Tamil population 
erupted.The Tamil minority of Sri Lanka had long been accustomed to fear and deprivation.Living under the 
domination of the majority Sinhalese,they were no strangers to sporadic outbreaks of violence against their 
people.But the horrors that occured on that day in July and on the days that followed,surpassed anything they 
could have imagined in their worst moments of fear. 


The violence began with a concerted orgy of rioting,looting,arson and murder.In the north, part of the Tamil 
homeland, the army,almost exclusively Sinhalese, went on therampage, arbitrarily and randomly shooting innocent 
Tamils waiting at bus stops, pulled out of buses, or pursued into their homes.|n the south, where Tamils live among 
the Sinhalese in scattered communities, they were singled out for concerted attacks by Sinhalese mobs aided and 
abetted by army and police. There were no inter-racial clashes as the Sri Lankan government 
initially claimed; the victims were exclusively Tamil.In a series of atrocities well documented by western 
journalists, hundreds of men,women and childern were ruthlessly clubbed or hacked to death.or set on fire and 
burnt alive and their property destroyed in a regin of terror unparalleled in the history of any civilised country in 
recent times.In all these horrendous events,police and troops made no attempt to intervene on behalf of the 
victims; in many cases they actively assisted at the carnage. 


One of the more revolting atrocities in that reign of terror was the murder of 52 defenceless Tamil political 
prisoners in a high security prison.Most of these prisoners had been arbitrarily arrested and held without trial 
under the emergency regulations. They included the greatly respected Dr.S.Rajasunderam, dedicated secretary 
general of the Gandiyam Farm Settlementan institution funded by,among others,the Dutch Relief Agency and 
Oxfam and supported by the World Council of Churches, for the resettlement of Tamil plantation workers fleeing 
the tea estates in 1977 after attacks by the Sinhalese. He had been held without tria! under the security regulations 
and tortured.Among the more revolting acts committed during this episode was the gouging out of the eyes of one 
of the prisoners before he was killed.Government sources claimed that the massacre was carried out by other 
prisoners but the evidence for the connivance of the authorities is overwhelming. The 
supposition that these prisoners broke out coincidentally with the riots and gained 
access to prisoners locked in high security cells strains credulity to the limit.Far more 
credible is the widely held view that murders were the work of disguised army 
personnel, in civilian clothes/mufti aided and abetted by the prison officials. 


As the riots proceeded, it became evident that the homes of Tamils and commercial premises owned by them were 
being precisely identified and destroyed, while Sinhalese properties alongside were left untouched. Eyewitnesses 
reported having seen bands of arsonists armed with lists attacking Tamil houses and businesses. It early became 
apparent that such precise targeting could only have been made possible with the connivance of 
offialdom, involving as it did,prior and well organised access to government records and rating lists giving 
ownership details.The level of organisation displayed must,in fact,have taken weeks of careful planning and 
arranging,an aspect that in itself clearly established premeditation and orchestration. 


From the beginning the Sri Lankan government made no effort to end the carnage.No appeal for law and order was 
made.The officialy promulgated attitude was that the riots were a spontaneous and expected reaction to an 
engagement between troops and Tamil guerillas two days before,when 13 soldiers had been killed.The 
government controlled press made no effort to condemn the carnage. After two days of violence the only editorial 
in a leading newspaper was on “Saving our forest cover’. 


On July 28 at the height of the rioting, President Jayawardene appeared fot the first time in public and made an 
inflammatory speech,declaring that the events were the expected reaction of the Sinhalese to the guerilla 
incident Thus he effectively branded his own people as a barbarous race to whom the 
burning alive of men,women and childern was normal and acceptable practice 
Jayawardene’s speech was the catalyst for further atrocities. The next day alone,an estimated 100 or more 
murders took place. 


There had been previous pogroms in Sri Lanka that had received much less attention in the international press. But 
the events of July 1983 were on such a large scale and of such ferocity that they could not be concealed from the 
outside world.Returning tourists had their tales of horror to tell. Western journalists on the scene reported the 
atrocities in all their horrendous details. Shock and horror revebeated throughout the world as the appalling details 
were revealed.Jayawardene and his government were confronted with an outraged reaction they had not 
anticipated.Faced with the odium of world opinion they brought the carnage to a halt and strove to extricate 
themselves from the international obloquy that was now their portion.After western journalists had emphasised 
the degree of organisation and orchestration that must have been involved they tried to exculpate their guilt by 
attributing blame to an international communist conspiracy.When the substantial involvement of their own forces 
was pointed-out,mutinous sections of the army were alleged to have participated in the plot.Neither of these 
allegations stood up to close scrutiny. 


The Jayawardene government emerged from the mass of evidence as the sole author and agent of these atrocious 
deeds. 


THE AFTERMATH 


It will probably never be possible to estimate the total number of deaths that occured in the reign of terror of July 
1983. Initially the Sri Lankan government claimed that only a handful had occured. After the western news media 
had made their own count, based on direct observation, the government's admitted total reached over 300, a 
figure approximately equal to that of the western journalists. 


But it must be remembered that the journalists count was limited to what they had actually accounted for. One 
must take into consideration the fact that access to most parts of the country, particularly the north, was restricted 
by government order. The estimate of Dr. Sjef Teunis, general secretary of Novib, the leading private development 
aid organization in the Netherlands, who said that between 1,000 and 2,000 people lost their lives is the most 
realistic. 


Another factor must be taken into account. Immediately before the July riots a Public Security Act regulation had 
come into effect which allowed the police to bury or cremate bodies without postmortem examination or inquest 
or indeed any official enquiry. As the resultof this notorious edict, widely interpreted as a licence to kill, many 
Tamils will have simply disappeared without trace, a situation facilitated by the confusion caused by the massive 
exodus of refugees from the troubled areas. 


When the final count is made it may be the figure will exceed three thousand, a fact which highlights the 
full horror of the genocidal nature of the riots. But the cost of the July terror cannot be measured in lives 
alone. The number of refugees has been conservatively estimated over 275,000. It has been authoritatively 
reported by the British journalists that food and medical supplies from the West destined for the refugees were not 
being distributed but were being stored in government warehouses. Two international Red Cross representatives 
were expelled for investigating too closely into the refugees’ welfare. An ITN correspondent was deported for 
being too curious. As he announced on. News at Ten’ he left convinced that crimes against the Tamils were still 
occurring. 


It is particularly interesting that the government having imposed tight censorship internally is now questioning 
the credibility of the international press particularly in the West and in India. This follows the reporting of the 
shortcomings of the Jayawardene goverment by a wide cross section of the Western and Indian media 
representing all shades of political opinion from Right to Left. In questioning the veracity of these institutions the 
only thing the Jayawardene government has not yet done is to link them all with the international communist 
conspiracy claimed by it to be at the bottom ot this organised slaughter. 


PROPERTY EXPROPRIATION 


Then followed one of the most blatant acts of injustice towards Tamils in the history of the country. Not only was 
there no reparation paid to the victims who lost their assets, but the government attempted to expropriate without 
compensation all damaged property. In doing so, government ministers, according to widely respected 
international sources, made no secret of their intention to reduce Tamil econmic strength. Subsequently, under 
pressure of international opinion, some back pedalling by the government has occurred from its attempts at this 
outrageous violation of property rights. Those Tamils who are still fortunate enough to own wealth were allowed to 
take back their own property provided they repaired at their own expense the damage caused by yhe government's 
security forces. This supposedly magnanimous gesture occured inspite of the government appealing for and 
receiving aid from foreign institutions for the rehabilitation of these very properties. The result is that the 
government profits considerably from these riots and the Tamils are partially or wholly deprived of their property. 
This is the government that actually proclaims its belief in free enterprise and private property and begs for 
western aid on this basis. It is so intent on proceeding at least partially with its original plan to plunder the Tamils 
that it cannot see even at this late stage that only the unconditional rehabilitation at its own expense of Tamils’ 
properties without taking them over can prevent further loss of international credibility. 


RECENT AND RELEVANT HISTORY 


It is not the purpose of this document to enter into a discussion of the Sri Lankan Tamils’ justfied political 
grievances. The main purpose of this document is to highlight the Jayawardene government s blatant 
disregard of the rule of law, property rights, sancitity of human life and democracy. The government's 
negative attitude towards these principles in the recent carnage received widespread international exposure. 
What is less recognised is that the abysmal record of the government in these respects goes back a long way. 


There have been anti-Tamil progroms under previous governments but not as often as under Jayawardene. His 
record of 3 major riots in 6 years is unsurpassed. The birth of the government in 1977 was accompanied by 
massacre of Tamils. Subsequently the government passed special legislation exempting from prosecution all 
deeds of its officers during that period. The second pogrom took place in 1981 when Sinhalese police committed 
large scale arson in the historic Tamil city of Jaffna, burning down in the process the public library containing 
thousands of irreplaceable volumes of Tamil literature. This move plainly aimed at the destruction of the cultural 
foundations of the Tamil people. The yovernment admitted police culpability in this matter, but 2 years later, no 
police officer has yet been convicted and sentenced for arson and murder. 


When the recent carnage first attracted worldwide attention in late July, the government initially attempted to 
claim that it was the spontaneous and expected reaction to the killing of 13 Sinhalese soldiers. Later even the 
government had to retract this ludicrous lie and admit to the existence of premeditation and organisation behind 
the slaughter. What has received little publicity is the savage behaviour of the armed forces prior to the killing of 
13 soldiers in late July. For example in early July, an outbreak of communal violence against the Tamils in 
Tricomalee by organised gangs under the protection of security forces resulted in the hacking to death of a whole 
family in reprisal for one of its members having earlier gone to the aid of Tamils trapped in a bus which had been 


set on fire. 


The above are particularly outrageous example of many serious human rights violations over the years. For many 
years now. the Tamil areas of Sri Lanka have been virtually under siege with government security forces 
constituting an army of occupation. Arbitrary arrests, imprisonment without trial, torture, beatings and murders are 
commonplace. The government of Sri Lanka stands condemned by the International Commission of Jurists report 
of 1981 for gross violation of human rights towards the Tamil people and more recently by the Amnesty 
International report of 6th July 1983 which cited a horrifying catalogue of well documented episodes of brutality 
by police and security forces. Action by the latter is in no way confined to suspected guerillas. Respected 
members of the Tamil community including priests, lawyers and doctors have been seized and incarcerated. One 
of these 5 the dedicated Dr. Rajasunderam. held incommunicado without trial and tortured, to be finally murdered 
in the July terror. Resort to the courts has become a mockery; judges who have found against the security forces in 
recent court cases have been investigated by the authorities in a blatant policy of intimidation. Early in July, the 
two leading Tamil newspapers in Jaffna were closed down and their editors seized and imprisoned. 


With every avenue of peaceful and democratic action closed and with the govérnment continuing to shield its 
murderous security forces from the arm of the law, with Tamil newspapers closed down and resort to the courts a 
mockery, the Tamils only hope is to recruit to their cause the massive weight of an informed public opinion 
worldwide. We ask you to help us to awaken the world to what is happening in Sri Lanka. 


CULPABILITY FOR THE JULY MASSACRE: 
THE CASE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OF SRI LANKA 


The Jayawardene government's attempts to exculpate its guilt by placing the blame for the July massacre on 
communists and army mutineers does not stand up to close scrutiny. The communists were routed at the last 
election and had little support in the island. The army has little love for them and won a major battle against them 
in 1971 in a campaign involving thousands of deaths. The unprecedented powers given to the security 
forces prior to the riots under the Prevention of Terrorism Acts, including the edict allowing for the 
disposal of bodies without judicial enquiry, speaks against the involvement of army mutineers. No 
government would entrust such unlimited powers to a force whose loyalty was in doubt. The guilt 
must be unequivocally laid at the door of the Jayawardene government. No other conclusion is possible. 


Fhe charge: That it planned, organised, and carried out a hideous pogrom against an innocent racial minority. 


That it caused the death by burning alive, shooting, clubbing, or hacking with knives & swords, of an estimated 
2,000 or more Tamils solely on account of their race. 


Consider the evidence: 


The events leading up to the riots 


1. For weeks prior to the massacre, the president had publicly ventilated his desire to make illegal all discussion of 
separatist issues in the legislature and to outlaw separatist political parties In his first public pronouncement after 
the start of the riots, he used the conflagration as opportunity and justification for the announcement of the 


banning of separatist political parties. The sequence of events strongly suggest that the riots were a planned 
prelude to the announcement. 


2. Edicts under the State of Emergency laws passed just prior to the riots appear in retrospect to have been pre- 
designed to accommodate the events that followed. The infamous edict concerning the disposal of bodies 
without enquiry was both an incitement to kill and an assurance that such killings would have no judicial 
consequences. 


3. Previous outrages by troops and police had gone unpunished. Police convicted in the courts for illegal acts 
have actually been promoted immediately after, a clear sign of official approbation for their illegal acts. 


4. The restriction of the movements of journalists and other investigators arouna tne islands under the emergency 
powers acts, appear in retrospect as a pre-designed precaution. 


5. The past record of the government, condonement of previous progroms on a smaller scale and its failure the 
perpetrators speaks for itself. 


The government's attitude during the riots 


1. The failure of the government and the government controlled press to make any appeal for law and order. 
2. Jayawardene’s inflammatory speech at the height of the rioting. 


3. Jayawardene government's reluctance to admit the increasing number of deaths until forced to do so by 
western journalists. The restrictions placed on the movements of such journalists and the expulsions of those 
who enquired too closely. (This is not the attitude of a government beset by forces outside its control and wishing 


to secure maximum sympathy for the unfortunate victims but rather that of a government with a guilty conscience 
afraid of what might be revealed). 


4. The evidence of preplanning and organisation and the fact that the rioters were able to carry out their work with 
the assistance of household rating lists and electoral rolls which could only have been obtained from confidential 
government records. 


5. The government's failure to order a tull public impartial enquiry into the prison massacres and the 
circumstances in which they were allowed to happen. 


6. The government's takeover of Tamils’ damaged property. 


PRESIDENT JAYAWARDENE: THE CASE AGAINST HIM 


Since his accession to power in 1977, President J.R. Jaywardene has cultivated the image abroad of a liberal and 
enlightened statesman, pursuing a benign policy of social democracy in line with the Buddhist ideals of peace and 
love to all men. But beneath the facade he has presented to the world at large, the harsh reality is that of a hard- 
line, ruthless and cynical exploiter who has manipulated his country’s laws and institutions to gradually assume 
the powers of a dictator. 

The president's international reputation has been buttressed by a series of cosmetic exercises., On the Tamil 
issue, he has from time to time, made conciliatory statements, admitting that some Tamil complaints might have 
been justified. A few Tamils have been appointed to state positions, but these are ‘token Tamils’ without power or 
influence, and his conciliatory statements have never been followed by appropriate remedial action. 

When circumstances demanded it, he has represented himself as the unwilling prisoner of hardliners in his party 
and has left the presentation and implementation of his repressive policies to cabinet minister Cyril Matthews and 
others. But these policies must have been wholeheartedly endorsed if not initiated by President Jayawardene. 

Since becoming leader of the currently ruling United National Party in the early seventies, he has, in fact, dealt 
ruthlessly with opponents in the party and tolerated no dissent. In previous governments when he was second in 
command to Dudley Senanayake, he had the reputation of being the ruthless strong man of the party, while 
Senanayake was regarded as a soft-line humane liberal. 

From the time when, as a young politician, he tooka prominent part in an anti-Tamil march, Jayawardene’s record 
on the Sinhala-Tamil issue has been a bad one. Even before independence in 1948 he was the proponent of 
extremist Sinhalese policies in the Nationalist Party. He is still known to boast of this to extremist Sinhalese 
audiences. In 1957, when the then Prime Minister S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike came to an agreement with the Tamil 
leader, it was Jayawardene who used extra- parliamentary action to sabotage the pact. The moral resposibility for 
the subsequent slaughter of Tamils in 1958 must be laid personally at his door. 

Under Jayawardene’s organisational control, the ruling United National Party has for many years had the 
reputation ofemploying thugs and hooligans to break up meetings and intimidate opponents. As the stategist of 
his party, Jayawardene has been credited with the clever organisation and tight control that returned his party to 
power after it had twice been virtually eleminated at the polls. With such a background itis difficult to absolve him 
of personal responsibility for the conspiracy. As an example of his methods, we cite the case of Chandrananda de 
Silva, widely accused of trying to rig elections in the Jaffna District in order to deny victory to the Tamil United 
Liberation Front, who was subsequently promoted by Jayawardene to be Chief Election Commissioner in 
Colombo. In his campaign in the 1982 elections, Jayawardene did not scruple to abuse state facilities and 
manipulate election laws in a manner favourable to his party. 

Jayawardene has an unrivalled reputation within the ruling party. for cool brilliant strategic and tactical thinking. 

No major strategic move or change of policy by his party has occurred without his personal involvement. The 
method by which he obtained a second term in office for himself and his party is a particular example of how 
closely he steers the party. He had to introduce a series of constitutional amendents to ensure his continuance in 
power as under existing laws he had little confidence of being re-elected. His manoeuvres were admired for 
cleverness but strongly criticised for not following the spirit of democracy. This has been the trend ever since he 
assumed power in 1977. He has concentrated political power in the presidency. The result of all his 
manipulations is that Sri Lanka has an executive president unaccountable to parliament and able to exercise 

dictatorial powers. 

The hand of Jayawardene behind the riots is plainly obvious. The formidable concentration of political power he 
has established in the presidency must also allot to him the sole resposibility. Shortly before the pogrom he told 
lan Ward of the Daily Telegraph ‘I am not worried about the opinion of the Jaffna people now. Now we can't 
think of them. Not about their lives or about their opinion of us’. His inflammatory utterances during the riots, the 
unpredecented powers he entrusted to army and police, the previous failure to punish army brutality and even the 
promotion of officers indulging in it, were direct incitements to the atrocities that followed. For the guilt of the 
July pogrom President Jayawardene stands convicted out of his own mouth; In announcing the 
infamous law that allowed cremation or internment of the dead without inquest or post mortem examination, he 
said, ‘This ensures that security personnel will in no way be harrassed by the law in the event of being compelled 
to use their fire power’. 

On the above indictment, President Jayawardene emerges as one of the more chillingly inhumane 
figures of the century, head of a regime fully comparable to that of Nazi Germany. Just as the German 
people had to be awakened to the reality of what had been done in their name by Hitler, so must the Sinhalese be 


woken up to what is taking place in their midst. The whole civilised world must show its abhorence in words and 
in deed. Only in this way can the machinations of this evil man be brought to an end. 


SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE 

1. The high degree of organisation behind the slaughter. 
2. The organisers benefited from: 

(a) Substantial army and police support. 

(b) The complicity of the prison officials. 

(c) The governments own regulations allowing the army and police to dispose of dead bodies 

without enquiry. 

(d) The failure of the president and his cabinet to call for a cessation of the slaughter. 

(e) The inflammatory speech of the president at the height of the riots. 

(f) The availability of access to confidential government records giving ethnic details of property 

ownership. 

(g)The attitude and content of the government controlled press. 
3. The progrom facilitated for the government important objectives. 

(a) The destruction of the economic foundations of the Tamil people by destruction of their property and its 
subsequent expropriation. 

(b) Banning of separatist parties. 
The only convincing way the president could demonstrate personal innocence would be for him to institute 
speedy trial and punishment of the perpetrators of the atrocities. On the evidence, these perpetrators must 
include senior figures in the government, army and the press. The punishment of just lesser figures would be a 
cover-up. Equally, individual senior members of these institutions can demonstrate their innocence and 
dissociate themselves from their criminal colleagues only by resigning forthwith and adding their voices to the 
international chorus of horror. In the short term, they might lose power and priviliges but they, ifinnocent, will free 
themselves from the suspicion and condemnation history will attach to this government that burnt innocent 
people alive. 


THE HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
The Jayawardene government hopes that once the glare of international publicity has died down, the events of 
July 1983 will recede into the background and eventually be forgotten. It will then ba able to resume its former 
role in the eyes of the world while continuing its policy of repression in Sri Lanka. It is in this area that we ask for 
your active and continuing help. 
Publicity 
We ask you to keep the Tamil issue alive and to continue to focus the harsh glare of publicity on the affairs of Sri 
Lanks. We ask you to take up the cause of the Tamil people living there, themselves terrorised into silence, and to 
make it the cause your own. We ask you to press unceasingly for the punishment of the perpetrators of the 
atrocities and for reparation to the victims. 
We request you to probe, to question, and to expose. The Sri Lankan government is a practised exponent of the. 
Goebbels policy that any lie, if sufficiently big and if reiterated with enough frequency, will eventually be accepted 
as truth. It effectively controls the terms of reference of any enquiry by restriction of movement of foreign 
investigators and journalists on the island. We ask you to bear these things in mind and to receive with scepticism 
anything from official sources or from biased government supporters. Do not be misled by the exercises in 
whitewashing and the naming of scapegoats now in progress. They are the government's efforts to extricate 
themselves from the international condemnation they had not anticipated. 


One of their favourite arguments IS to point to the number of Tamils in ambassadorial and other prominent 
positions. We trust that you will treat this transparently cosmetic exercise with the contempt it deserves. The 
economic damage done to the country during this pogrom is claimed by the government as evidence of a 
conspiracy against it. But remember that the government confidently expects to make good physical damage 
with foreign aid. It's plans for the Tamils’ damaged properties will result in it actually profiting from their 
misfortunes. It is only the unexpected international publicity which is a source of grave concern to the 
government 


Withholding of foreign aid. 


A recent government controlled newspaper stated’ The approval of this project at the present time by USAID is 
seen in diplomatic circles as a reaffirmation of trust in Sri Lanka’s programmes and policies despite the current set 
back’. This emphasises the importance placed by the Sri Lankan government on foreign aid as a measure of its 
credibility in the eyes of the world. The cynical attidude it adopts to such aid is notorious. The raising of the 
spectre of a communist coup in the aftermath of the recent riots was a calculated ploy as a sure way to continue to 
obtain foreign aid. 

We ask you to use your influence so that the government of your country, by giving such aid, might not be seen to 
condone such events as the July holocaust. In chanelling foreign aid to Sri Lanka at the present time, western 
governments are, in effect, asking their taxpayers to finance a programme of slaughter of innocent people solely 
on account of their race. Their contributions are being used to keep in power one of the cruellest and most 
despotic regimes in the history of the entire world. 

We ask that future foreign aid payments should be made dependent on the good intentions of the Sri Lankan 
government to the Tamil people and that a minimal number of conditions should be satisfied before such 
programmes are approved. 


They are; 


1) Those guilty of perpetrating the July outrage must be apprehended and punished with the utmost severity of 
the law. All suggestions of a cover-up should be avoided by implicating senior people in authority who must have 
been involved. 


2) Full reparation must be made to the victims, including the restoration of damaged property at governmet 
expense and the return of such property to the rightful owners. 


3) The barbaric laws which gave the security forces the licence to kill, which they used with such effect in the 
recent pogrom must be repealed. 


4) A full international enquiry must be convened. Since President Jayawardene and senior cabinet colleagues are 
themselves suspect, they must be forced by the weight of international opinion to resign their posts pending the . 
outcome of such an enquiry. Free and open access by investigating bodies to all parts of the country and to every 
shade of opinion, must be insisted on, if this enquiry is to succeed in its aims. 


5) Until the above conditions are met we ask all Western governments to withold aid to Sri Lanka. Itis surely not 
the aim of Western nations to support state terrorism and Sri Lanka's descent into barbarity. It must not be made 
to appear so. The government must guarantee that the rule of law which Sri Lanka once had a reputation 
for upholding will be obeyed and seen to be obeyed by its own officers. 


CONCLUDING APPEAL 


We ask editors, journalists and broadcasters to continue to direct the penetrating searchlight of truth on the 
unhappy island of Sri Lanka. We ask them to keep alive the July progrom as a burning issue that must trouble the 
consciences of all civilised people and cry to heaven for justice, We ask that the facts set in this document be 
reviewed whenever the question of renewal of foreign aid is discussed in government departments. 
We solicit the goodwill of all in the media or influential positions in their countries to protect the Tamils from state 
inspired murder, assault and arson, with their permanent attention on Sri Lanka. 

But please remember it is not only the innocent and defenceless Tamils who need help and protection. 


Restoration of the rule of law and democratic ideals both debased by an unscrupulous president and his 
government will serve the cause of not just the Tamils but humanity as a whole. 


APPENDIX 
EXfRACTS FROM THE BRITISH MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE RIOTS 


(Only the most relevant extracs are quoted here, but we shall be pleased to supply copies of the full reports to 
anyone who requests them), 

‘Witnesses said police generally mlade little effort to intervene’. Guardian 26.7.83. 

‘Then he (President Jayawardene) added ‘Really, if | starve the Tamils out, the Sinhalese will be happy”. Daily 


Telegraph 26.7.83. 


“Among those killed was Dr. S. Rajasundaram, secretary of the Gandhian movementin Sri Lanka. The movement 
receives support from the World Council of Churches and other charities to run refugee camps in the north of the 
island’. Times 29.7.83. 

“The government when presented with evidence that the army or the police have committed atrocities against 
defenceless Tamils has usually reacted with a shrug of the shoulders. Sometimes indeed, police 
misconduct has actually been rewarded. In two separate cases recently, the supreme court found that police 
officers had acted illegally. In both cases the officers concerned were both promoted after the judgement. 
The security forces have interpreted this as a licence to do as they please with impunity, and President 
Jayawardene has not seemed eager to disabuse them. Early last month he introduced a regulation which allows 
the police to cremate or bury dead bodies if they think it necessary without any inquest or post mortem taking 


place”. Times 30.7.83 
“On Thursday President Jayawardene said his government would never allow two separate states which is the 


wish of the minority Tamils. And his words placed the blame for the past five days of violence squarely on the 


group's three million population. 
As the president outlined legislative measures he would take next wek to make illegal all movements advocating 


separatism, observers felt his attitude could be a catalyst for further communal violence’. Daily Telegraph 


30.7.83 
The most recent events have revealed a culpable bias on the part ot the government for disregardof law and order. 


Early reports of rioting in Colombo before censorship was imposed agreed that police were slow to 
intervene.Reports of action by naval units in Trincomalee and some recent army actions have suggested that 
reprisals were their aims, more likely to stimulate than to pacify. Worse than this, evidence ot OFFICAL Sinhalese 
hostility to the Tamils hag been the government's failure to respond to the palpable tension aroused 2 months ago 
when municipal and parliamentary bye-elections were held. The campaign was said to be more like civil war than 
an election. Since then, violence has followed with action and reprisal until the incident last week when 13 
soldiers were killed in an ambush by Tamil terrorists. 
oe Times Editorial.30.7.83. 


Thus the U.N.P., always the home of the strongest anti-Tamil feeling has been the more uninhibitedly outspoken, 


thanks to tts: dominance tn parliament. 
Times editorial.30.7.83. 


President Jayawardene’s remarks that the violence of the past four days had been an expected reaction to Tamil 


terrorism seemed to encourage a fresh wave of violence in Colombo and its suburbs on Friday. 
‘Observer 31.7.83 


But the fact is that some soldiers went in and brought the man out. Then the crowd which instanty materialises on 


such occasions dowsed him with kerosene and set him ablaze. 
Sunday Times.31.7.83. 


The authorities seem AT LAST to be making a real effort to stop the anti-Tamil rioting by Sinhalese Buddhist 


majority. 
Sunday Times. 31.7.83. 


Yet officials in New Delhi are convinced that the violence is in large part a result of Sri Lanka's army and police 


turning a blind eye to anti-Tamil attacks. 
` Observer 31.7.83 


His (President Jayawardene’ s) political instincts are strong. Last December,he held a referendum that effectively 
bypassed parliament and succeeded in adding six years to his presidential term. 
Observer 31.7.83 
Mr.Anandatissa de Alwis claimed last night that an unseen hand had assisted the communal clashes which were 
organised to overthrow the government. There was definitely an involvement by a super power. 
Political observers here claim that the government is making this accusation as a convenient explanation for its 


tardiness in moving over the racial strife. 
Sunday Telegraph 31.7.83 


In a further move, indicating the nervous state of the government, the Vatican’ s representative on the island for the 
past five years, Monsignor Nicola Rotunno,was expelled. The authorities alleged he had been in touch with priests 


accused of collaborating with Tamil terrorists. 
Sunday Times 31.7.83 


Only one in every 100 Sri Lankan policemen is a Tamil.When security forces were ordered last week to protect 
Tamils in the seaport of Trincomalee and other cities,they reportedly joined in the looting and burning.No 
disciplinary measures have so far been imposed on the renegade servicemen. Sunday Observer 31.7.83 


The Sri Lankan President placed the blame for the current waves of racial hatred sweeping the island on the 
northern Tamils. 
Daily Telegraph 1.8.83 
Sri Lankan leaders yesterday continued switching the blame for the racial riots to highlight the hidden hand of 
communist involvement. 
Daily Telegraph 1.8.83 
Mrs. Bandaranaike, the former Sri Lankan prime minister, yesterday said the government appeared to be trying to 
find scapegoast for the violence that has swept the island. Times 1.8.83 (Note: Mrs. Bandasanaike herself was a 
virulent anti-Tamil record and in view of this her statement is highly revealing.) 
President Jayawardene has increasingly come to resemble a dictatorial and racist third world autocrat. 
Guardian 1.8.83 
‘| watched a group of Sinhalese people chasing a group of three Tamils. They caught one, beat him up, threw him to 
the ground and stoned him.I don’t know if he died. 
It was terrible.Nobody did a thing to help.Even the police turned a blind eye.’ Times 2.8.83 
The British Council of Churches has protested to the government of Sri Lanka through its High Commissioner in 
London,about new police powers which were passed in the build-up to the recent outbreaks of violence. 
THE REGULATION ALLOWS THE POLICE TO DISPOSE OF CORPSES WITHOUT ANY POST-MORTEM 
EXAMINATION OR INQUEST AND COULD RESULT IN THE MOST SERIOUS VIOLATION OF 
FUNDAMENTALHUMAN AND CIVIC RIGHTS ACCORDING TO CANON PAUL OESTEEICHER, ACTING 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE BCC. 
Mr Clement John, the Christian Council's international affairs secretary,condemned the regulation as the most 
disturbing and barbaric law passed by the Sri Lanka government in recent times.’ 
Guardian 2.8.83 
Fearing adverse international reaction to photographs and TV footage depicting the aftermath of the violence, the 
authorities yesterday. imposed strict censorship on all still and moving pictures. 
Daily Telegraph 2.8.83 
Lots of things are still going on. | am sure they are trying to hide further looting and attacks on Tamils. ITN 
correspondent expelled from Sri Lanka. 
News at Ten, ITN, London. 
What the troops and the rioters did not get was a clear public order to stop the mayhem. After two days of violence 
and the murder of 35 Tamil in a maximum security jail, the only editorial in the government run newspaper was on 
‘Saving our Forest Cover’. It was five days after the precipitating ambush and a day after a second prison massacre 
that the police of Sri Lanka heard from their 77 year old president. 
Economist 6.8.83 
Numerous eye witnesses attest that solidiers and policemen stood by while Colombo burned.Were they 
following their own communal instincts or signals from above . 
Economist 6.8.83 
On July 28th Mr Jayawardene spoke on TV to denounce separatism and proscribe any party that endorsed it in 
order to appease the natural desire and request of the Sinhalese to prevent the country being divided. Nota 
syllable of sympathy for the Tamil people or any explicit rejection of the sprit of vengance. Next day, Colombo was 
a battlefield. More that 100 people are estimated to have been killed on that Friday alone, and 30,000 Tamils fled 
to refugee camps. Economist 6.8.83 
SRI LANKA ADMITS MURDER BY TROOPS. Observer headline 7.8.83 
Unfortunately the reaction of President Jayawardene so far can only exacerbate the problem. The President has 
always been blaming the Tamils themselves for violence,failing to make a distinction between the majority of 
peace loving Tamils,and Tamil Tiger guerilla groups who have committed acts of violence 
By these actions President Jayawardene gives the appearance of condoning the outrages committed against 
the Tamils in recent weeks. 
Observer editorial 7.8.83 
Foreign aid for the relief of Tamils is failing to reach the refugees camp where it was needed. Instead foreign aid 
and essential medical supplies are being stored in goverment depots. The government stores are full but the food 
is not being distributed. 
Observer 7.8.83 
No foreign food supplies had reached the temple camp since it opened on 25th July,refugees said. The 
government store rooms are full but the food is not being distributed. 
Observer 7.8.83 


` 


Two members of the international committee of Red Cross visiting Sri Lanka to arrange aid supplies where 


effectively expelled trom the island yesterday. There was no explanation for the unofficial expulsions, but the two 
men were believed to have tried, unsuccessfully,to gain access to refugee camps and local prisons. 
Guardian 9.8.83 

Now Mr Jayawardene’s government has annouticed that the state will take over the damaged property, including 
housing and industrial premises, in the interest of rapid reconstruction,an extraordinary measure hardly calculated 
to win over dispossessed Tamils,no matter how earnest the promise that the measure is strictly temporary.A 
government reconstruction programme is very much to be desired, but wholesale nationalisation of Tamil property 
seems an eccentric and gratuitously dangerous way of going about it. 

Guardian 9.8.83 

That there was a degree of organisation behind the riots is accepted in most quarters on the basis of eye witness 
reports of arsonists armed with lists attacking Tamils houses and business. 

| Guardian 10.8.83 

_ Against the background the immediate causes of the latest violence are open to interpretation. The killing of 1 3 

soldiers on July 23rd by Tamil terrorists in Jaffna possibly provided the trigger. The subsequent massacre of at 

least 50 civilians by the army in Jaffna and the failure of the police and soldiers to stop rioting in other parts of the 

country indeed,in some cases openly encouraging ‘it would suggest government responsibility,but has been 
blamed by President Jayawardene on a simple lack of discipline. 

Guardian 10.8.83 

Many foreign and local observers opt for this version of the events. They regard the claims of Mr.Jayawardene and 
his fellow ministers as an attempt to coverup the fact that a few leading members of his own governmewntand his 
ruling United National Party may have played a leading role in the plot which was partly aimed at striking a death 
blow at Tamil activists, at removing Tamils from their positions of relative economic superiority in the south,and at 
stopping Mr.Jayawardene trying to reach an accomodation with the Tamils. 

l Finicial Times 12.8.83 

The violence was vicious and bloody. But what distinguished it from many other communal Asian riots was the 
way that the mob singled out specific business premises. In street after street in Colombo groups of rioters hit only 
at shops and factories,as well as homes owned by Tamils. Their careful selectivity is apparent now. 

In each street individual business premises were burned down while other along side stand unscathed. Troops 
and police (almost exclusively Singhalese) either joined the rioters or stood idly by. The events were so. well 
organised no one doubts that there was a master list of targets. 

Financial Times 12.8.83 

Eye witness accounts of massacres of Tamils by soldiers in Jatfna,Badullahandotne! owns andarsonand rioting 
by the navy and organised bands of thugs with known connections with United National Party,raise serious 
questions about how far the goverment is in control. 

Observer 14.8.83 

THE GOVERNMENT IS STILL MAINTAINING PRESS CENSORSHIP AND CAREFULLY FEEDING OUT 
ITS OWN VERSIONS OF EVENTS. But no evidence has been produced to corroborate the claim of the 
hidden hand of an unnamed great power involved in a plot to overthrow the regime. 

Observer 14.8.83 

Church leaders met Presiuent Jurius Jayawardene shortly before the latest disturbances and asked him to curb 
army brutality against Tamils in Jaffna area. His response,ac: “rding to one of those at the conference was that he 
was aware of army indicipline and excesses, but there would be revolt if he took any action. 

Observer 14.8.83 

Restoring Sinhalese rights is a code phrase of dislodging the Tamils from their disproportionate influence over 
large sectors of the Sri Lankan.economy. This is what the Sinhalese mobs set out to do when they put their torches 
to thousands of carefully targeted Tamils factories and shops. Now the government is about to advance this 
process by expropriating all damaged properties. 

Economist 20.8.83 


Considerably more people died during the recent violence in Sri Lanka than the 380 deaths the government there 
has admitted to,according to an aid organisastion. 

Dr.Sjef Teuns,general secretary of Novib,the leading private development aid organisation in the 
Netherlands,said between 1,000 and 2,000 people lost their lives.He returned to Netherland on Saturday. 
He accused the Sri Lankan government of serious human rights violations against the Tamil population and called 
the Dutch government to reconsider its development aid policy towards the country. Times 22.8.83 


